LITTLE ANNIE
{(W.R.N.F.)

This area just south of Aspen Mountain suffered a fate
similar to Marble's (see my "History of the Marble Ski Area"
of April, 1993) and the sequence of events was nearly
identical.

The original L.A. development was proposed by Waddill
"Waddy" Catchings of Aspen in 1960 shortly after Aspen
Highlands and Buttermilk Mountain started operating.

Waddy's proposal covered the Annie and Hurricane Basins on
the west-facing slopes of Castle Creek up to the top of the
Richmond Hill ridge as shown on the small panoramic photo of
12/13/57. Waddy was in the process of negotiating the
purchase and/or leasing of several mining patents in the
vicinity of the Little Annie Mine and the Midnight Mine in
Queens Gulch. {See the attached 1":2000' scale map sections
from my 1966 feasibility report).

Catchings in 1960 was in his mid-forties and originally came
from New York City. He moved to Aspen in 1950 where he
owned income property, taught skiing for two years on Aspen
Mountain and he was active in the Music Associates group and
the summer music festival at Aspen. He died at age 78 in
October, 1993,

On November 28, 1960, Aspen district ranger Neil Edstrom and
I met with Waddy and his attorney Clint Stewart who was also
secretary for the Buttermilk Mountain Skiing Corp. A
summary of the planning, etc. work done by Waddy was
presented and discussed. Briefly, his plan was to build a
gondecla lift (5500' hor. and 600' vert.)from near the Castle
Creek road into Annie Basin and then a chair 1lift
(3300'x1200") to the top of the ridge at approximately
11,400 elevation. One of the access lifts being considered
was the "aerial bus” similar to the installation at Custer,
South Dakota during the early 1960's (see attached photo
page and also the "Aspen Mountain" chronoclogy for more
information). Edstrom and I agreed to tour the area during
the 1960-61 winter even though I had skied both basins on
April 10, 1960 with Darcy Brown and Harold "Red" Rowland of
the Aspen Skiing Corp. Waddy then filed, on December 20,
1960, a special use application covering the Little Annie or
west side of the area, and several days later I prepared a
report covering all of the above.






